HAYDAR ALI HELPS THE FRENCH
lost his heart to oppose that evil. But the command of the
Nawwab, the shame of retreat, and the fear to oppose the
enemy, weighed with him and he was like one whose head was
underneath the sword, or a goat before a fierce lion. He was
in great confusion. The enemy also did not advance. Both
parties were seeking for an opportunity to attack and did not do
any work.* In this manner a period of eight months was spent
without fighting. In the meanwhile Riza AH Khan, son of
Husayn Dost Khan, and M. Lally dispatched letters to Haydar
AH Khan, seeking his help. As he had not established himself
firmly2 in the territory of Nandraj, of which he had taken posses-
sion, they wrote again and again, to achieve their end. Haydar
AH Khan felt helpless and sent Makhdum Nfiyik one of his
relations, with an army of horsed When this reinforcement
increased the light of the eye of their expectation, the hand was
extended to loot the neighbourhood; they roamed about here
and there to blockade the roads through which provisions cotild
come to the sarkdr. Consequent on the straitened circumstances,
lamentations and groaning sounded forth from the tongues of
the army. * The sardar did not think it advisable to oppose the
enemy, because of the faint heart of his own sepoys. So he
 (1)	In April, 1760  Colonel 'Coote captured   Valudavur  fort;  then he
seized the Villiyanallur country, drove the French troops from the Perumbai
hill and occupied most o£ the villages in the vicinity of Pondicherry, captur-
ing the forts of Villupuram, Chidambaram, and Vriddhachalam.   Thus the
French were left with a few enclosures under the guns of Villiyanallur and
Ariyankuppam, and the ground within the bound-hedge of Pondicherry.
 (2)	Haydar AH Khan was then in great danger of being overthrown by
Khande Rao, and was anxious  to secure some place of refuge in case of
failure.
 (3)	IJaydar All was persuaded to send a body of 2,000 horse and 3,000
sepoys to help the French on the condition that he would be given the forts
of Tyagadurg and Elavanasore, besides a lac of rupees.
 (4)	This probably refers to the defeat of Krishna Rao, near Valikanda-
puram by Ma}<hdum  All (June, 1760) and his appeal to Colonel  Coote for
help.
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